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A Powerful Catalyst for Conservation
Thank you for partnering with BirdNote to inspire more people to notice, 
appreciate, and protect birds. 

With your help in 2014, BirdNote had a big year. More than 200 stations now broadcast BirdNote, reaching 
an estimated 1.3 million public radio listeners every day. And thousands more—around the world—connect 
with BirdNote stories, photos, and videos online. Thank you for bringing the wonder and joy of birds to so 
many people through your gifts to BirdNote.

Under the leadership of Chris Peterson, Founder and Executive Producer, BirdNote has achieved success 
beyond anyone’s early expectations. Chris retired in 2014, but the BirdNote leadership team remains deeply 
committed to the organization’s conservation mission. In fact, the board of directors has set a bold new 
goal: to diversify and double the BirdNote audience by 2018. Here’s what you can expect from BirdNote 
in the months and years ahead, in the words of the leadership team:

Thomas Luhman, Board President
“We’ve accomplished so much during the past year with new staff, new board 
members, and an ambitious, action-centered strategic plan. BirdNote stories are 
powerful, and they are making a difference for birds and people alike. Your continued 
investment in BirdNote will make it possible to reach new audiences and encourage  
an unprecedented number of listeners to join us in protecting the environment.”

Dominic Black, Director of National Programs 
“Even if we don’t always notice them, birds are intrinsic to our lives. I’m looking to 
capture the magic of everyday interactions between people and nature, and to reach 
the broadest audience possible through radio and digital distribution. Digital is exciting 
because it enables BirdNote to have a two-way relationship with listeners. It’s easy for 
people to send stories to us, and we have the freedom to produce stories in a variety  
of formats, from audio postcards and videos to longer podcasts and photo essays.”

Sallie Bodie, Managing Director 
“BirdNote has the potential to reach millions of people with messages of hope  
and inspiration. With support from loyal donors, BirdNote has expanded our 
programming to include longer-form features and videos that appeal to a broader 
audience. Moving forward, we will invite people of diverse ages and backgrounds, 
urban listeners, parents of young children, educators, and more—to notice birds, 
appreciate birds, and protect birds. Together, we are building a larger and more 
inclusive constituency for conservation.”
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By Tatsuro Nakajima, BirdNote Intern 

I listen to BirdNote during my morning 
commute to school. The program starts 
on my favorite radio station, KPLU, just 
as I arrive at Seattle Pacific University. 
BirdNote refreshes my mind by giving 
me a reprieve from mentally taxing  
news stories. 

I first discovered BirdNote by accident. 
As I listened one day to KPLU, the news 
ended and music like birdsong started.  
I thought, Wow, what cheerful, stress-
free music! Though I enjoyed BirdNote,  
I did not actively seek to listen again. 
But the program soon became an 
integral part of my commute. 

My favorite part of BirdNote is listening 
to clips of bird sounds. I’m a nature lover 
but not an outdoorsman. BirdNote gives 
me the opportunity to hear birds from 
around the world without having to trek 
into the wilderness or board an airplane. 
The powerful combination of sound 
bites and stories makes this experience 
possible. So, for me, BirdNote is about 
offering an experience of birds, not 
merely informing an audience of facts.

BirdNote:  
A Commuter’s 
Drive-mate

Downy Woodpecker © Gerrit Vyn
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Joy, Respite, Inspiration, 
and Hope
BirdNote asked fans to share what they value most 
about our programming. These thoughts from listeners 
reflect several themes.

“BirdNote has enriched my life in ways I never would have imagined. 
It has helped me to develop as a birder and increased my knowledge  
and appreciation of the delicate balance between the natural world and  
all living creatures.”

“I really enjoy the visual exposure to different birds on social media 
with no silly comments or drama. Just raw beauty.”

“BirdNote broadens my knowledge so that I may share it with my 
grandchildren. This is the best way to continue the conservation of our 
environment through the generations.”

“I started listening to BirdNote during my work commute. I don’t get 
outside in nature often enough, so BirdNote makes me feel connected 
to our avian friends.”

“BirdNote is helping to make birds and the environment an 
interesting subject for those of us who are not scientists.”

“I love listening to BirdNote because it brings me a few moments of  
joy in this turbulent world.”

Photos from top: Gadwall, Bluethroat, and Great Gray Owl © Gerrit Vyn

“I want you to know how much I appreciate your podcast.  
I listen to it every day. Since I’m totally blind, I won’t  
have the opportunity to see these wonderful birds.  
But when I listen to BirdNote, I feel as though I’m right 
there with the birds.”

— Carmen Santiago, Pittsburgh, PA
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“The Big Bend feature series was superbly produced. 
Congratulations to BirdNote, Alex Chadwick, and everyone 
who believes that a better understanding of the world of birds 
can have a big impact on the world of people.”

— Deedie and Rusty Rose, Dallas, TX

Alex Chadwick Goes to Big Bend
More species of birds are found within Big Bend National Park than any other national park in the US. 
Located in far West Texas, Big Bend is rugged, diverse, and remote. With generous support from Deedie 
and Rusty Rose, BirdNote sent a veteran team of NPR professionals to Big Bend. Alex Chadwick, Katie 
Davis, and Flawn Williams investigated the birds, habitats, and people that make the park special. The 
result was BirdNote’s first series of feature-length stories, distributed in conjunction with National Public 
Lands Day on September 27, 2014.

“Listeners have been asking BirdNote for longer stories, and we’re delighted that Alex Chadwick and his 
team took on our assignment,” says Sallie Bodie, BirdNote Managing Director. “We wanted to transport 
our fans to an extraordinary place for birds that most people have never visited—and are unlikely to visit. 
The six features that emerged raised awareness of our public lands while celebrating the people working 
to protect the birds and habitats of Big Bend.”

You can listen to the series, which features unique stories about hummingbirds, vultures, cowbirds,  
and roadrunners, at http://birdnote.org/big-bend.

Chisos Mountains © Dale Beckett (Flickr CC)
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BirdNote Travel Program 
Commences in Cuba
By Sallie Bodie, Managing Director and Cuba Traveler

As part of BirdNote’s mission to inspire people to care about birds 
and the natural world, we have launched a unique travel program 
that promises to delight birders and non-birders alike. 

On October 18, 2014, a group of BirdNote fans embarked on 
a nine-day exploration of Cuba’s culture, birds, history, and 
politics. The itinerary included visits to gardens, from an organic 
cooperative to the National Botanic Garden to small family farms 
where we savored home-cooked meals. We also visited Ernest 
Hemingway’s home and the nearby village of Cojimar.

Of couse, we also saw lots of birds. In fact, the group tallied  
83 species, with 22 of those found only in the Caribbean.  
And of those, 12 species are found only in Cuba. Meeting Orlando 
H. Garrido, author of Field Guide to the Birds of Cuba, was a 
special treat. At his family home in Havana, Orlando regaled us 
with stories of birding in Cuba and showed us carefully preserved 
specimens of endemic species.

What the BirdNote group didn’t know until returning home  
was that the trip coincided with top-secret negotiations that  
led to the normalization of relations between Cuba and the US. 
With that announcement, BirdNote’s journey to Cuba became  
an epic experience that we’ll always treasure!
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Travel with BirdNote
CHILE, ARGENTINA, AND URUGUAY
In partnership with Earthbound Expeditions

November 1 – 12, 2015
(with optional two-night extension to Iguazu Falls)

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK, TEXAS
In partnership with Victor Emanuel Nature Tours

April 23 – May 1, 2016
(with optional excursion to Marfa, Texas)

“Cuba with 
BirdNote was 
more than  
Liz and I ever 
hoped for!”

— �Adeline Gildow, pictured 
right with daughter 
Elizabeth Olson
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“While Googling for bluebird information, I found birdnote.org. 
And now your Facebook page. Already two serendipitous gifts  
in one day . . . both before 8 o’clock! Lovely sites to linger in . . .  
happy I’ve found you. Now I’m going to my own yard and woods  
to tune in! ♫♪♫•*¨*•.¸¸”

— Marby R. via Facebook

Red-throated Loon © Gerrit Vyn
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REVENUE $401,383

Sales and Other Income*

Contributions

Foundation
Grants

Telling the Stories

Outreach to Stations  
and ListenersManaging and Building  

the Organization

EXPENSES $417,353

 $2,717 (1%)

Financial Report 2014
Did you know that BirdNote is independently funded and produced? Radio stations don’t pay for 
BirdNote but instead provide valuable airtime. Your giving is vital as we work in partnership to build  
a larger and more inclusive constituency for conservation.

$222,166 (55%)

$176,500 (44%)

$299,726 (72%)

 $20,220 (5%)$97,407 (23%)

* Includes cost of goods sold
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Thank You, Donors!
Your gifts support the production and distribution of inspiring BirdNote stories—every day—on the air, online, and via 
podcast. This list represents the cumulative giving of new and long-time donors, from 2004 through December 2014.

CALIFORNIA CONDORS
$400,000 +
The Bobolink Foundation
The Lufkin Family  
  Foundation / Peter Jay  
  Sharp Foundation

GOLDEN EAGLES
$100,000 – $399,999
Icicle Fund
Ardell Kuchenbecker
Nancy Nordhoff and  
  Lynn Hays
Lenore Hanauer
Lucy R. Waletzky

GREAT BLUE HERONS
$50,000 – $99,999
Ellen Blackstone and  
  Chris Altwegg
Lucy Hadac

TRUMPETER SWANS
$20,000 – $49,999
Gretchen Hull
Estate of Ardell    
  Kuchenbecker
Liam Lavery and  
  Yazmin Mehdi
Rebecca Liebman
The Maple Bay Fund
Daughters of Thero North:    
  Chris Peterson,  
  Patty North,  
  and Kathy North
Mary Pigott
Deedie and Rusty Rose
Joan and Mike Schmidt

KINGFISHERS
$5,000 – $19,999
Anonymous (2)
Audubon
Helle Bielefeldt-Ohmann  
  and David Fitzpatrick
Coastal Bend Community  
  Foundation
Paul L. and  
  Betty Rae Davis
Dan Drais and Jane Mills
Joseph and Barbara Ellis
The Hugh and Jane  
  Ferguson Foundation
Tom Grant and Julie Kesler
Steve Hallstrom and  
  Cecelia Boulais
Horizons Foundation
JiJi Foundation
Howard and Grace Lincoln
Lucky Seven Foundation
Thomas and  
  Annalee Luhman
The Norcliffe Foundation
Gerald and  
  Linda Nordberg
Chris and Todd Peterson
Bonnie and  
  Richard Robbins
Satterberg Foundation

David and  
  Catherine Skinner
Town Creek Foundation
Tom and Kristi Weir
Miriam Williams
Hans & Elizabeth Wolf  
  Foundation
The Peg and Rick Young  
  Foundation

MEADOWLARKS
$1,000 – $4,999
Lauri J. Adams
Christina and  
  Ben Anderson
The Harry C. &  
  Florence E. Bauknecht  
  Charitable Fund
Richard and  
  Eleanore Baxendale
Sallie Bodie
The Boeing Company Gift  
  Matching Program
Erin and Mark Borden
Elisabeth Bottler
Paul and Debbi Brainerd
Emory Bundy and  
  Noel Angell
Tom and Ann Campbell
Patricia and  
  Robert Charlson
Chris Cluett
Tom Darden and  
  Ellen Wallach
Jon and Anne Fox
Frause Group
Scott and Susan Freeman
Harrington-Schiff  
  Foundation
Suzanne Hittman
Laurie and John Jelinek
Charlie and Carrie Kahle
Phyllis Kind
Lea Kouba
Jennifer and Marc Kropack
MacDonald-Miller
Andrea McFadden
Colene McKee and  
  Bill Denzel
Annie McTavish
Sarah Merner and  
  Craig McKibben
Microsoft Matching Gifts  
  Program
John and Linda Murtfeldt
Suanne and Wes Nagata
Patty North and  
  Robert Ahola
Kit O’Neill and  
  Tom Leschine
Walter and  
  Patricia Oelwein
Gordon Orians and    
  Marianne Kogon
Judy Pigott
Pilchuck Audubon
Pam and Dave Pinkham
John and Suzanne Price
Bill and Wendy Rabel

Steve and Joan Raymond
Scott and Kimberly Rice
Judy Roan and  
  Ron Reeder
Nancy Rumbel and  
  Ron Rabin
Estate of John Schwager
The Seattle Foundation
Richard and Linda Sedgley
Skagit Audubon
Michael and  
  Mary Jo Stansbury
Helene Steinhardt
John Teutsch and  
  Mary Foster
Jerry Tone and  
  Martha Wyckoff
Idie Ulsh
Irene Wilcox
Betty Woods and  
  Don Lockwood
Jessie and  
  David Woolley-Wilson
Bill and Jennifer Woyski
Susan Wyckoff

SANDPIPERS
$500 – $999
Shirley Anderson
Carol Barnard
Susan Barnes
Charlotte Behnke
Bill and Beatrice Booth
Leah Brown
Terri and Bruce Butler
Sally and Tom Cahill
Amanda and Bob Clark
Candace Coe and  
  Richard Peterson
George Collins
Amanda Gibson and    
  Darius Miller
Adeline Gildow
Amy and Chris Gulick
Leslie Hagin and  
  Michael Subit
James and  
  Maxine Hansen
Marcia Harper
Alan Hartmann
Lorraine and  
  Dennis Hartmann
Tracy Kahlo and  
  Susy Stremel
Susan Lane
Linda Larson and  
  Gerald Johnson
Heather Leach and  
  Mark Hofer
Dorothy Ling and  
  Mark DeWeirdt
Beth Lorber
John Lundin
Mary Lungaho and  
  Barry Goff
Jay and Deirdre McCrary
Nancy McKee
Libby Mills and  
  Rusty Kuntze

Moss Adams LLP
Lee and John Neff
Leslie Heizer Newquist  
  and Chuck Newquist
Terry Nightingale
Kathy North and  
  Steve Monohan
Pamela Okano
Wendi Okun
Bob Porter and  
  Brooke Trout
Barbara and  
  Gerald Retzlaff
Roberta Roberts
Christopher Rogers
Sievert and  
  Brigitte Rohwer
Kathleen Root
Dyanne Sheldon and  
  Jean Singer
Barry Stevens
Deborah and  
  Keith Streeter
Valerie Tarico and  
  Brian Arbogast
Tom and Pam Waldron
Ann P. Wyckoff

WARBLERS
$100 – $499
Chuck and  
  Marylou Adams
Betty Agent
Andrea Allen
D’Arice Anderson
Anonymous
Diana Armstrong
Laurie Bauman Arnold and   
  Steve Arnold
Hanna Atkins
Janis Augustin
Glenn and Mary Lou Austin
Nancy Axell
Mary Ayres
Linda and  
  Gordon Bainbridge
Marygrace and  
  Peter Barber
Bob and Anne Barry
Jean Bender Jarvis and  
  Scot Jarvis
Barbara Bennett
Nancy Bernard
Steve Albrecht and    
  Katherine Berndt
Irene Billa and  
  Gertrude Brubaker
Richard Birnbaum
Kim Black and  
  Peter Nyberg
Donald Blair and  
  Nancy Dock
Helene Blume
Jennifer and Steven Blusk
Danielle and Norm Bodine
Mary Jane Boland
Hilary Bolles
Dale and Joan Boose

Allan Borden and  
  Norma Kirmmse-Borden
Betty Borman and  
  Steve Marts
Sandra Bowman
Theresa and  
  Robert Britschgi
Robert and Beverly Brooks
Sharon Brown
Carol and Chuck Brunner
Joanna Buehler
John and Mary June Burks
Charles Burt
Mary Bush
Beverly and  
  Jeffrey Campbell
Carol Carlson-Ray
Linda Carroll
Minnie Caruso
Ann Casey and  
  Carol Plunkett
Tim Celeski and  
  Leslie Newman
Change Making Change  
  Fund
Ellen Chase
Pat Chiarelli
Bob and Sheila Chidsey
Amy Choboy
Chubb & Son
Steve Clagett and  
  Jennifer Parker
Joseph Clark
Shamra Clark
Martha Clarkson
Laurel Cohen
Kenneth and Susan Cohen
Cathryn Collis
Richard and Pat Cook
Marc and Beth Cordova
Martha Craig
Mike Gilbert and  
  Cynthia Cruver
Carol Fern Culhane
Diane D’Arcy
Suzannah Dalzell
Ronald deGray
Barb Deihl
Kristin Delancey
Holly and John Delaney
Elli DeLong
Denis and Roxie DeSilvis
Emily Dexter
Karrin and Walter Dhondt
Diana Diettrich
Elizabeth and  
  William Dixon
Sandra Drissen
Kathryn Duchene
Sharon Dunn
Ted Paprocki and    
  Catherine Dunn
Barbara and Henry Eckfeld
Dianne and Rick Edmonds
Diane Emord
Dianne Engleke
Jan Errick
Margo Evans
Kern Ewing

Anna Fahey
Nicholas Fahey
Birte and James Falconer
Judith Finn
Bruce and Judy Finney
Andrew Fisher and  
  Elizabeth Burke
Jennifer and  
  Richard A. Fisher
Jan Fisher
Lorraine Fontanes
Bob and Sue Frause
John and Carol Friends
Jerry Hillis and Diana Gale
Gail Gammel
Bill and Melinda Gates  
  Foundation Matching  
  Gifts Program
Keith Geller
Christopher and  
  Evelyn Getman
Vickie and Scott Gibbs
Kathleen Giblin and  
  James Gorham
Janice and John Gibson
Steve and Janet Goff
Paul and  
  Sherryl Goldfinger
Emily Moore and  
  Gerald Graham
Nikolai Gregoric
Donald and  
  Norma Guenthoer
Ellen Haas
Gayle Hackamack
Stephanie Hagen
Janet Hall and Nicole Luce
Daniela and Michael Hall
Kathy Hall
Suzanne Hall
Nancy Hallman
Michael Hamilton
Robert Hammond and    
  Margie Johns
Dan and Jan Harville
Mary Heffernon
Jim and Valerie Hemmen
Cheri Hendricks
Erin Hennessey
Robert Henry
Helen Hepp
Emma and Merritt Hess
Tacy Hindle
Michael Hoebel
Esther Holt
Janet Howe
Alan and Amy Huggins
Cheryl Ann Hughes
Marcia Ian
Elizabeth Ilem
Loren and Patty Imes
Alexa Ingram-Cauchi
Jim Irving
Roberta Isleib
Luanna Iverson
Michael Iwata
Julia Jackson
Deborah Jacobsen
Phyllis Janik



BirdNote 2014 Annual Report     11

Katharine Janney and  
  Raman Chandrasekar
Debra Jarvis and  
  Wes Van Voorhis
George and Lynne Jensen
Kristine Johnson and  
  Dave Ehlert
Barbara Johnson
George and  
  Betty Johnson
Karen Johnson
Marion Jouas
Jerry Joyce
Barbara Karl
Matthew Kaufman
Dana Kelly
Jacqueline Kendziorek
John Kessler and  
  Lisabeth Sterling
Wesley Kimberley
Teresa Kluver
Paul Koker
William and Gloria Koll
Marcella Kurowski
Doug Lamerson
Donna LaRocca
Jeff and Cheryl Laufle
Eileen and Pierre Lauzon
Jennifer Leach
Marion Lebourveau
Jean and Roger Leed
William Lehmann
Janet Lewinsohn
Robin Llewellyn
Margie Low
Elise Lufkin and  
  Amos Galpin
Joan Lupacchino
Catherine Lynch
Walter and  
  Ruth MacGinitie
Emily and  
  Leonard Mandelbaum
Donna Manders
Charles Bergman and    
  Susan Mann
Edgar Marcuse MD and    
  Linda Marcuse
Jane Marshall
Marcia Reid Marsted
Melodie Martin
Beth Mastin-Keifaber
Robert and  
  Holiday Matchett
Mary McCann-Bone and    
  Daniel Bone
Gary and  
  Cassandra McCullough
Jennifer and  
  Mark McDonald
Kuleen McGrath
Karen and John McKeon
Bonnie Mearns
Patricia and  
  Christian Melgard
Ellie Horsnell and  
  Joanna Mendelsohn
Betsylew Miale-Gix
Gordon and  
  Jacquelyn Miller
Tamara Mitchel
Carol Mockridge
Nancy and  
  Doug Morningstar
Julie and Tom Moylan

Paul Muldoon and  
  Karen Richter
James Mullen
Emma Jean Musto
John Narver
Sydney Nash
Bob and Maryann Ness
Jane Neubauer
Mary Nicholas
James Nichols
Barbara and Rod Nuss
Lori and Bob O’Brien
Colleen O’Connor
Sharron and  
  Daniel O’Donnell
Ellen O’Neill-Stephens and   
  Jack Stephens
Janice Obuchowski and  
  Bert Halprin
Paxson Offield
Olympic Peninsula  
  Audubon
Sharon Oswalt
Mark and Judy Oswood
John Ottenheimer and  
  Nancy Nolan
Joan Packer
Lynnette Page
Susan Palmason
James Parrott and    
  Carolyne L. Wright
Sandra Patzman
Terri Pauls
Helen and Martin Payne
May Pendergrass
Sierra Peterson and  
  John Beil
Suzanne Peterson
James Pomeroy
Chris Pope and  
  Mary Lou Harris
Gerald and Barbara Porter
Elizabeth Post
Geoffrey Trowbridge and    
  Teresa Pottmeyer
Kenneth Pouch
Paul Prappas
David Pratt and  
  Sarah Rodriguez Pratt
Pamela Pritzl
Barbara Radford
Marjorie Wenrich and  
  Eric Ramhorst
Sally Rawlings
Shirlee Read and  
  Clyde Salisbury
Bruce Reid
Barbara Renfrow-Baker
Terry Retchless
Debra Revere
Denise Rhiner and  
  Joseph Losi
Carla Rickerson
Pamela Ritter
Margaret Roach
Arthur Robidoux
Tod Rodman
Alan Roedell
Simon Roffey
Mary Rogers
Valerie Vandenberg Roper  
  and John Roper
Barbara Rosenkotter and    
  Arthur Tyson II
Bill and Diane Rosolowsky

Elizabeth and Geoff Rossi
Tony and Gale Roth
Anne Roughton
Anna and Thomas Rudd
Diane and Kent Sargent
Jeanne Sargent
Victor Scheffer
Steve and Annie Schwager
Lynn Sealey
Joan and Bud Searle
Jill Seidel
Laura Selby and 
  Paul Sommer 
Elvera Shappirio
Greg Shaw and  
  Anna Mastroianni
Marjorie Sherry
Elaine Shields
Victoria Shields
Carol Lee Smith
Barbara Smith
James Smith
Wendy Sorensen
Carolle and David Speer
Marcia and George Spees
Clark and Cheryl Spencer
Robert and  
  Davney Stahley
John and Carol Stansfield
Judith Starbuck
Michael Stein and  
  Allison Barnes
Marcia Stone
Linda Kerr Stores
Derek Storm and  
  Cindy Gossett
Bob Sundstrom and  
  Sally Alhadeff
Kim and George Suyama
Constance Swank
Erika Sweger
Alan Swinamer
Michael Thomas
Martha and  
  Peter Thompson
Karen Thompson
Mary Anne Thorbeck
Robert Thurmond and    
  Monica Uhl
Barbara Timken
Cheryl Trivison
Mary Ann Trombold
Julia Tucker
Carole Tyson
Robert and Inge Uphoff
Randolph Urmston and  
  Eliza Davidson
Karlene and Gary Utter
Anne-Marie VanWart and  
  Lee Winkler
Tony Varela
Dan Varland
Vashon-Maury Island  
  Audubon
Colette Vogele
Gerrit Vyn
Kathleen Wacker
Nancy Waddell
Mary and  
  Tony Ward-Smith
Henry and Valerie Warden
Tricia and Steven Watson
Mark O’Deady and    
  Marguerite Watt
Diane Weber

Larry and Anne Weingarth
Joanne Werger
Kenneth and  
  Nancy Wiersema
Whidbey Audubon
Lynn Wilkins
Stefan Williams
Jacqueline Wilson
Anza Muenchow and  
  Marc Wilson
Asher Wilson
John Wingfield
Barbara and  
  Victor Winquist
Wayne and Flora Wong
Gretchen and Jack Wood
Sandra Woods
John and Alcena Woods
Lois Woolwine
Philip and  
  Carolynne Wright
Julie Yamamoto
Betsy Yee-Diamond
Michael Zeigler II
Jennifer Zeisig
Penelope and Mark Ziarnik

CHICKADEES
$1 – $99
Jamie Acker
Wendy Aeschliman
Alexandra Allen
Deborah Allen
Carol Alquist
Jeff and Joy Anderson
Juanita Anderson
Linda Andrews
Roxanne Angel
Julie Angell
Paul Arneson
Richard Ashford
Lynn Asmann
Chris Bachler
Page Backus
Catherine Bailey
Cindy Bailey
Bridget Baiss
Christopher Banco
Nancy and Casey Bardue
Marya Barey
Lucille Barnard
Lee Barnes
Elsa Batres-Boni
Allen Bauer
Rayburn Beale
Katherine Beard
Todd Beauchamp
Kimberly Becklund
Andrea Elizabeth Bell
Karen Bender
Renee Benedict
Joan Benham
The Best @ Dianne B
James Bettinger
Rosalind Billharz
Robert Bishop
Shelley and Will Black
Kenneth Blackshaw
Carol Blanding
Mary Lou and Peter Block
Georgiana Blomberg
Jennifer Blue
Brenda Boardman
Penelope Bolton
Howard Bowen

Harden Boyce
Claire Bracaglia
Heidi Brandli
Richard Brandon
Gary Breidenstein
Kristin Briejer
Jacqueline Brooks
Andrew and  
  Maureen Brouillard
Lucy Brown
Jerry and  
  Kathy Brownstein
Susan Brutico
Vicki Bryant
Roberta and Richard Bull
Judith Bunnell
Peter Bunten
Clay Burrows
Paul Busse
Carie Bussey
Mary Butler
Mary Pat Byrne
Rebecca Cain
Berclee Cameron
Carole Cannon
Luis Cantu
Kay Carley
G.M. Carlos
Judy Carlson
Lyman Carpenter
Kimberley Carter
Nina Carter and  
  Tom Rainey
Dr. Rodman Carter
Martin Casey
Nicholas Cassara
Dr. Laurie Cassidy
Jette Castro
Debbie Chambers
Terry Chandler
Lee Chavez
Susan Chiat and  
  Ron McCabe
Irene Christofferson
Elaine Chuang
Judy Clark
Mary Clark
Steve Clayton
Lynnette Clemens
Emilee Cline
Tim Cline
Amy Cole
Geoffrey Cole
Jennifer Cole
Barbara Collins
Dorothea Collins
Mary Comstock
John Cook
Ginger Cooley
Ryan Cope
Leonard and Carla Corin
Beverly and  
  Richard Corwin
Gayle Countryman-Mills
Mary Cowan
Jason Cudahy
Lawrence Culleton
Penelope Cummings
Gary Curtis
Conrad Cyr
Richard and  
  Catherine D’Onofrio
Lynn Dahlen
Helen Dallas
Paul Daniel

Ann de Jong
Peter de Jong
Mary Ann De Lellis
Robin Dearling
Louise deLorme
Robert Dente
Raymond Desy
Brian Dillon
Linnea Donnen
Patrice Donovan
Robert Doster
Nancy Downing
Philip Doyle
Judith Dubois and  
  James Smith
Nancy Dunn
Doreen Dunton
Ellen Edens
Judy Edwards
Glenn Eklund
Dominique Emerson
Lila Emmer
Timothy England
James Enslow
Shelley Entwistle
Mike Eustis
Rebecca Evans
Anthony Fay
David Fayram
Selene Fisher
Anne Forestieri
Regina Forni
Kelly Fouhey
Christie Fountain
Caryn Friedlander
Ulrich Fritzsche
Andrew Funk
Martha Garrett
James and Audrey Gift
Greg and Susan Gilles
Brandon Gillin
Colleen Girard
John Gooderham
Judith Gordon
Deidre Goulding
Mary Graham
Karen Granger
Kathryn Grant
Suzanne Grant
Deborah Gravel
Dianne Gray
J. Michael Green
Peter Green
Greenbank Garden Club
Elaine Greene
Lou Grogan
James Gumaer
Linda Guthrie
Joel Haas
Jenifer Hackett
Carla and Ross Haddow
Fletcher Hahn
Carol Halberstadt
Cynthia Hall Art
James Hambly
Ray and Dory Hamlyn
Christie Hammond
Robert Hardison
Margarite Hargrave
Colleen Harker
Katie Lynn Harrison
Thomas Harston
Jennifer Hartmann
Lynn Harvey
Virginia Haver
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Thank You, Donors!
CHICKADEES, cont’d 
Kris Hay
Jeannine Hayden
Grant and Jody Heiken
HELP Virtual Office  
  Support
Jade Hems
Beth Henderson
Grant Hendrickson
Linda Hensley
Wendy Herbert
Veronica Heron
Ann Hetherington
Marsha Hicks
Gretchen Hils
Janet Hintermeister
Michael Hobbs
Julie Hockett
Martha Hollis and  
  Everett Hollis Jr.
Stacey Hooper
Elke Hoppenbrouwers
Twyla and Dan Hoskins
Charles Hull
Jerald Huntsinger
Patti Hurlbut
Jean Huskamp
Sego Jackson
Dorothy Jacobsen
Mark Janicke
Joy and Craig Johnson
Jan Johnson
John Johnson
Lynn Johnston
Jennifer Jolliffe
Candace Jordan
Linda Jorgensen
Marcia Kamin
Camille and Al Kariya
Eileen Kell
Gary Kelsberg and  
  Sarah Safranek
John Keplinger
Joanne Kessler
Douglas Kikendall
Kathleen King
Renee King
Deborah Kirner
Roselle Kovitz
Anna Kruschwitz
Mascha Kushner
Mary Lane
Margie Lange
Clayton Lanum
Andrew Lapworth
Earle Lasseter
Virginia Latimer
Mary Lattier
Tamara Layton
Marcia Lazoff
Daniel Leavell
Carol Leenstra
Melissa Leff
Jon Leland
Ken Kaufmann and    
  Chuck Lennox
Rosemary Levasseur
Peggy Levin
Morgan Lewington
Deborah Liker
Susan Lisk
Krista Loercher
Peter Lombardo
Robert Long
Mary Loving Driscoll

Charles Terry and  
  Betsy MacGregor
Bill Maier
Anne Malone
Patsy Manning
Alicia Mariscal
Peter S. Marshall
Robert Martin
George Mastrodonato
Karen Matson
Maria Mauldon
Mary Ellen Maxell
Robert May
Ronald Maze
Vallery and  
  Linda McCann
Judith McComas
Maggi McConnell
Catherine McGinnis
Lara McIntosh
Ed McKinley
Clare McLean
Louise McNerney
Carol Merkley
Marlene Merritt
Mark Messinger
Ellen Meyer
Marni Micek
Sunshine Millar
Elisa Miller and  
  Norm Brocard
Ivan and Darlene Miller
Susan Miller
Kathy Minsch
Susan Moe
Judith Moeckel
Jane-Kerin Moffat
Moira Moldenhauer
Chris Mooney
Sharon Moore
SeEtta Moss
Judy Mukai
Judy Mullally
Becky Muraro
Margaret Koehler and    
  Michael Murphy
Pat Musberger
Julie Myers
Donna Naruo
Evelyn Nash
Jan Nelson
Patricia Nelson
Nancy Newman
Thomas Nichols
Ladislaus Nonn
Charles and Rita O’Clair
Nancy O’Harrow
Barbara Ochterski
Leanna Olmsted
Donavon Olson
Martha Oman
Jacqueline Oneil
Catherine Orsi
Bruce Osborn
Steven Pace
Joan Packer
Wendy Panikker
John Pas
Lori Pastore
Rosemarie Patrash
Dennis and  
  Netta Paulson
Rosemary Pendergast
Roberta Penn
Christopher Petrich

Claudia Philippe
Patricia Ponce
Dan Pospisil
Jacqueline Prescott
Rebecca Pursley
Melissa Qualls
Catherine Quinn
Marie Rediess
Katy Reed
Sherry Rind
Raymond Ritter
Minuit and Jean Robbins
Gary Robertson
Kathy Rogers
Judy Rosen
Laura Rosenberg
Michael Routt
Michelle Rubesch
Joyce Russell
Marilyn Ryder
Barbara and  
  Larry Rymon
Louis Sacks
James Saltalamacchia
Teresa Sandner
Elaine Sartoris
Wynn Sasaki
Michael Sato and  
  Amy Nelson
Kristina and Josh Schafer
Shannon Schlinger
Sarah Schmidt
Terry Schmitt
Patricia Schofield
Judith Schwab
Gene Schwartz
Mrs. T.A. Scott
Audrey Seale
Holly Sears
Adam Sedgley and  
  Kristi Sartnurak
Karen Selle
Christi Shaffer and    
  Megan Bean
Margaret Shannon
Susan Sharbaugh
Wendelyn Shore
David Short
Jean Shreve
Elizabeth Simpson
Laurie and Dean Singer
Kathleen Sisson
Andrew Skalet
Jeanie Skibiski
Skin Doc Shop
Paul Skrade
Leslie Slater
Pat Smart
Carol Smith
Scott Smith
Thetus Smith
Susan Smith-Franks
Brian Snodgrass
Kristina Snowden
Sheila Sondik
Christine Southwick
Ann Spiers
Jonathan Spingarn
Regina Spoor
Suzanne St. Peter
Andrew Stackhouse
David Stallings
Suzanne Staples
Gayle Stebbings
Allyn Stevens

Sallie Stewart
Christine Stoll
Sandra Stowell
Johanna Striar
Dana Sullivan
Nancy Sullivan
Linda Swan
Cindy Sweeny
Elinor Sweet
Carol Jean Swist
Frank Tavares
Lynn Taylor
Kathryn Teson
Diana Thayer
Sara Throckmorton and    
  Joseph Vance
Melvyn Trenor
Jean Trent
Heinz Tschabitscher
Tobiatha Tucker
Leslie Tuovinen
Mavis Turner
Neil Turney
Baxter Urist
Susan Van Bell
Kathleen Van Der Aue
Martin Vanderspek
Regina VanLoon
Lisa Vaughan
Elizabeth Vazquez
Mark Visconty
Rona Visser
Bruno Vogele
Jack and Karen Volinski
Rebecca Waer
Richard Wagner
Will Waldron
Joy Wannamaker
Jean Warren
Toshiko Watson
Desiree Webster
Winkler Weinberg
Kathy Wells
Deborah Wessell
Judith Wheeler
Rob Whitlam 
Ron Wikholm
Faith Wilder
Antoinette Wilkinson
Loretta Williams
Elida Wilson
Roger and Debra Wolf
Melissa Wolf
Ursel Wolff
Francie Wood and  
  Bill Graves
Kristina Wood
Jillian Yomnick
Lori Yoshinaga
Richard and  
  Connie Youel
Aurelia and  
  Gregory Young
Pam Young
Susan Zacharias
Linda Zang
Yvonne Zylan

In-Kind Supporters
Chris Altwegg
Ellen Blackstone
Shamra Clark
Cognition Studio
Jessica Dial
Enterprise Rent-A-Car    
  (Roosevelt)
Forterra
Museum Quality Framing  
  (Magnolia)
:Nota Bene Cellars
Gordon Orians
Chris and Todd Peterson
Saint Mark’s Episcopal  
  Cathedral
Seattle Audubon  
  Nature Shop
Seward Park  
  Audubon Center
Theron Shaw
Jerry Tone and  
  Martha Wyckoff
Gerrit Vyn
Mark Wittow, K&L Gates  
  (Seattle)

A special thank you to 
our corps of more than 
500 photographers!

Storytellers Circle
Honoring donors who 
contribute monthly. 

Anita de Give
Timothy Durnell
Janet Elkins
Mari Freeman
J. Drew Lanham 
Donna LaRocca
Christina Mattoon
Catherine and  
  Will Nickum
Ginger Oppenheimer
Pamela Roberson
Christine and  
  David Satterlee
Terie-Lee Taylor-Smith
Rick Strow
Carol Ray Upchurch
Tony Varela
Dan Varland
Cynthia Warwick
Karen and Joe Zook

Pacific Flyway Circle
Honoring donors in 
the Pacific flyway who 
contributed $1,000 or 
more during 2014.

Lauri J. Adams 
Anonymous (2)
Helle Bielefeldt-Ohmann    
  and David Fitzpatrick
Ellen Blackstone and    
  Chris Altwegg
Elisabeth Bottler
Harriet Bullitt
Chris Cluett
Tom Darden and  
  Ellen Wallach
Lucy Hadac
Steve Hallstrom and    
  Cecelia Boulais
Lenore Hanauer
Horizons Foundation
Gretchen Hull
Kristine Johnson and  
  Dave Elhert
Charlie and Carrie Kahle
Jennifer and  
  Marc Kropack
Liam Lavery and  
  Yazmin Mehdi
Thomas and  
  Annalee Luhman
Lucky Seven Foundation
The Maple Bay Fund
Sarah Merner and  
  Craig McKibben
Nancy Nordhoff and  
  Lynn Hays
Gordon Orians and    
  Marianne Kogon
Chris and Todd Peterson
Judy Pigott 
Mary Pigott
Christopher Rogers
Scott and Kimberly Rice
Satterberg Foundation
Richard and  
  Linda Sedgley
David and  
  Catherine Skinner
John Teutsch and  
  Mary Foster
Jerry Tone and  
  Martha Wyckoff
Hans & Elizabeth Wolf    
  Foundation
Jessie and  
  David Woolley-Wilson
Susan Wyckoff
The Peg and Rick Young  
  Foundation
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BirdNote is grateful to the following philanthropic leaders for their 
transformational giving in 2014.

The Bobolink Foundation for supporting ongoing production of “Sounds and Stewards of the North American 
Landscape.” This series educates listeners about the amazing abilities of birds, promotes aural literacy, and 
celebrates people involved in bird conservation.

The Lufkin Family Foundation and The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation for investing in the BirdNote leadership 
team. Support from these foundations helped ensure a smooth transition following the retirement of Chris 
Peterson, BirdNote Founder and Executive Producer.

Deedie and Rusty Rose for underwriting the BirdNote feature series on the birds, habitats, and people of  
Big Bend National Park—hosted by Alex Chadwick, veteran NPR reporter.

BirdNote’s “Anonymous Champion” for nurturing the development of the 2015 – 2018 strategic plan.

The Satterberg Foundation, Horizons Foundation, and Lucky Seven Foundation for funding vital digital 
expansion and capacity-building initiatives.

Donors to The Chris Peterson Fund for Creative Storytelling for honoring Chris’s vision, tenacity, creativity, 
and leadership during her 10 years of service to BirdNote.

Forterra (www.forterra.org) for providing office space and meeting space for BirdNote.

Special Recognition

Common Yellowthroat © Gerrit Vyn
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The BirdNote Team
Production Team  
and Staff
Founder and Executive Producer 
Emeritus
Chris Peterson

Director of National Programs
Dominic Black

Producer
John Kessler

Narrators
Mary McCann
Michael Stein

Writers and Science Advisors
Bob Sundstrom, PhD
Ellen Blackstone
Gordon Orians, PhD
Dennis Paulson, PhD
Chris Peterson
Todd Peterson
Idie Ulsh
Frances Wood

Editor
Todd Peterson

Theme Music
Nancy Rumbel and John Kessler

Managing Director
Sallie Bodie

Director of Digital Media 
Adam Sedgley

Director of Development
Kate Godman (beginning 2015)

Director of Donor Relations
Shelly Ellison

Web Manager
Ellen Blackstone

Bookkeeper
Lois Woolwine

Graphic Designer
Kristine Johnson, Cognition Studio 

Board of Directors
President
Thomas Luhman, PhD

Vice President
Thomas Darden, PhD

Secretary / Treasurer
Alan Hartmann, CPA

Deputy Board Chair
Kim Wells 

Members at Large
Lauri J. Adams
Anna Fahey
Erin Hennessey
J. Drew Lanham, PhD
Christopher Rogers
Gerrit Vyn

Leadership Volunteers
Chris Altwegg
Lynne Jensen
Colene McKee
Ginger Oppenheimer
Karen Zook

BirdNote Partners
American Bird Conservancy
Audubon
Ducks Unlimited
Environment for the Americas
National Environmental  
   Education Foundation
Partners in Flight

The sounds for BirdNote stories are 
provided by the Macaulay Library  
of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

Connect with Us
Postal mail:
PO Box 99456, Seattle, WA 98139

Email: info@birdnote.org

Website: www.birdnote.org

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/birdnoteradio

Twitter: @BirdNoteRadio

Chris Peterson, BirdNote 
Founder and Executive 
Producer, retired in June 
2014 after 10 years of  
tireless service and 
leadership. During her 
tenure, Chris launched the 
program, produced more 
than 1,200 stories, and 
raised over $2 million from 
individuals and foundations. 

BirdNote is grateful to Chris 
for creating a program that 
gives birds a voice on public 
media — with global reach.

“We’ve built something 
amazing, and I’m deeply 
honored by the enthusiasm  
of BirdNote fans, the 
loyalty of our supporters 
and stations, and the 
commitment of the whole 
team,” says Chris. “BirdNote 
has many stories yet to tell!”

Honoring 
Chris Peterson

American Dipper © Gerrit Vyn
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Our Mission

Birds connect us with the joy and 
wonder of nature. By telling vivid, 
sound-rich stories about birds and the 
challenges they face, BirdNote inspires 
listeners to care about the natural 
world—and take steps to protect it.



P
ig

eo
n 

G
ui

lle
m

ot
s 

©
 G

er
rit

 V
yn

Annual Report 2014
BirdNote®

P.O. Box 99456, Seattle, WA 98139
www.birdnote.org

CONNECT WITH US!  


